18                             LATIN AMERICA
save one, should have avoided disruption is suffi-
ciently remarkable. But Brazil, also, under the
benign rule of her scholar-emperor, Pedro II,
enjoyed the reputation of being the most enlightened
and liberal of the Latin States until, in 1889, a
bloodless revolution prepared the way for the
federal republic. The fall of the empire was due to
a sudden coup d'etat. But the great landowners had
been offended by the abolition of slavery without
compensation; the aged Emperor had become in-
creasingly alienated from the Church and the
Army; and Republicanism enjoyed a fashionable
vogue amongst the professional classes. The estab-
lishment of the Republic was followed by great
economic advancement, but politically the con-
sequences were less happy. In 1929 the world
crisis destroyed both the political and economic
systems, and President Vargas, who came into
power in 1930 and has remained there ever since,
has established the nearest approach to a totali-
tarian State in the New World. Yet the most
significant features of European totalitarianism are
absent in Brazil; and the Estado Novo (New State),
President Vargas maintains, is exclusively Brazilian,
aiming at the establishment of Brazilian unity, at
the exploitation of Brazil's great natural resources,
at the development of the interior, and at social and
economic reform.
Chile, like Brazil, enjoyed in the nineteenth
century a reputation for stability, under a landed
aristocracy which evolved something approaching
a parliamentary system. But power, wealth, and
education remained the preserves of an oligarchy,
until the rise of industry, labour, and a middle class
raised new social and political problems, and made
more glaring the great discrepancies in wealth.